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First Pro Juventute stamp “used” in Germany 
by Bruce Marsden 

 Thanks to an idle visit to 

eBay.de, the German home of eBay in 

Europe, I was lucky to add the 

illustrated Pro Juventute card 

addressed to Hamburg to my collection.   

 The use of early Pro Juventute 

stamps issued through 1920 on 

international mail is interesting because 

the Universal Postal Union did not 

recognize semi-postal stamps as valid 

for postage until the post-WWI UPU 

convention of 1921.  Switzerland 

negotiated with a handful of mostly 

neighboring countries including 

Bavaria, Austria-Hungary, and Italy 

who were willing to accept mail franked 

with the Pro Juventute semi-postals, notwithstanding the UPU. 

 This card, datelined Basel, was originally franked with the 5 + 5 centime first Pro Juventute semi-

postal stamp.  The haphazard placement of a second Pro Juventute stamp may have occurred when the 

sender realized that the international postcard rate was 10 centimes, not the 5 centimes rate valid for 

Swiss destinations. 

 But then, the sender became aware that the Pro Juventute stamps were not valid for his Hamburg 

destination; he writes an addendum to his message in the border of the card, “Fredy sagt eben diese 

Marken gelten nur in Oesterr-Ung & Frankreich”, (Fredy says these stamps are only valid to Austria-

Hungary and France).  (Continued on page 23) 
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President’s Message 
by Roger Heath 

 Our next Society annual meeting will be at 

SEAPEX, September 14-16, 2018, providing a Se-

attle venue for collectors and exhibitors.  The Seat-

tle AHPS Chapter welcomes everyone to come and 

enjoy an end-of-summer excursion to Puget Sound. 

 I feel especially motivated to alert exhibi-

tors to the fact that only 200 frames are available 

for exhibiting at SEAPEX and that registering ear-

ly is of prime importance.  My eagerness to share 

this wisdom is personal.  This September’s 

SEAPEX was oversubscribed, and yours truly 

failed to send in his entry early enough to be ac-

cepted.  I thought six weeks prior to the published 

deadline would be OK.  It wasn’t!  Also, I have 

been asked to provide the number of frames we 

will need for our society’s exhibits.  I‘m not psychic, 

so let the exhibits committee know your intentions 

and return your entry forms early if you want to 

exhibit in this show.  Forms can be found here: 

http://seapexshow.org/exhibitors.html   

 Other plans and events for our annual get 

together at SEAPEX will be published in future 

editions of Tell. 

 Earlier this year the AHPS received clarifi-

cation for those members who exhibit in the USA 

and how they might qualify for exhibiting in Swit-

zerland’s highest Level 1 

show.  The discussion result-

ed in the acceptance of five 

AHPS members’ exhibits for 

NABA–Lugano 2018 next 

May. The Level 1 show is 

held every six years.  AHPS 

exhibits accepted are shown 

in the box. 

 As you see, this is a 

very diverse group of exhib-

its.  I think it reflects the fact that what you collect 

can be turned into an exhibit, and any exhibit will 

be interesting viewing for other collectors. Anyone 

wishing to create an exhibit only need contact one 

of our ”regular” exhibitors for ideas and assistance. 

 If any AHPS or HPS-UK members are 

traveling to Europe next summer you might want 

to include NABA 2018-Lugano on your itinerary. 

The dates are May 17-20.  More information is 

available on the NABA website - 

http://www.luganophila.ch/na18-00.1-start-it. Fair 

warning – the site is            (continued on page 23)  

 

NABA Lugano in May 
by George Struble 

 The Swiss are orderly people, so their 

stamp shows are classified into three levels.  The 

lowest level is III; Level II is intermediate.  Their 

highest level show, at level I, is designated NABA 

(NAtionalle Briefmarken Ausstellung) and is 

scheduled every six years.  It's coming May 17-20, 

2018.   

 This is always a big event in Swiss philate-

ly.  All of the important dealers are there.  Exhib-

its have to qualify in lower-level shows, either in 

Switzerland or in a few other recognized country 

federations.  Now that American shows are judged 

using a point system,             (continued on page 8)   

 

American Exhibits in NABA 2018 in Lugano 

 Roger Heath: Swiss Flexible-Head Razor Cancelers 1889-1938 

 Heinrich Heissinger: Switzerland: The Durheim issues 1850-1854 

 Bruce Marsden: Switzerland 1949 Engineering & Landscapes rates, 

destinations, uses 

 Mike Peter: Switzerland Registered Mail 1785-1863 

 Mike Peter: Swiss Zeppelin Mail to the Americas 1930-1937  

 George Struble: Development of Swiss Airmail up to 1939  

 George Struble: SCADTA Mail from and to Switzerland. 

 

http://seapexshow.org/exhibitors.html
http://www.luganophila.ch/na18-00.1-start-it
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Looking Back – Revisiting Some Earlier Issues 
Compiled by Richard T. Hall 

 In 1953 the Swiss Parliament authorized the Swiss P.T.T. to begin issuing sets of stamps individu-

ally commemorating Swiss organizations, events, and similar subjects, a break from the previous rule 

which only allowed sets of stamps for a particular event or anniversary.  Think of the 100th Anniversary of 

Electrical Communication in Switzerland set (Zumstein 305-312).  The first set of stamps under this new 

rule was the 4-stamp issue of March 15, 1954 (Zumstein 316-319). 

 The 10c value of the set (Zumstein 316) publicized the 11th 

Schweiz. Ausstellung für Landwirtschaft, Forstwirtschaft und 

Gartenbau (Swiss Exhibition for Agriculture, Forestry, and Hor-

ticulture) – the SLA – held from September 16 to October 11, 

1954, in Luzern.  The emblem of the SLA is made up of a stalk of 

wheat for Agriculture, a branch of a tree for Forestry, and a flow-

er stem for Horticulture.  The stamp was designed by Hans 

Hartmann of Bern and was printed, as were all four values, by 

Courvoisier SA of La Chaux-de-Fonds.  The stamp was printed 

from cylinders in 4 sheets of 25 with cylinder numbers A-D 1111 

and A-D 1112 for a total printing of 16,998,311. 

 The Zumstein Spezialkatalog Schweiz lists eight plate va-

rieties. 

 The 20c value (Zumstein 317) 

commemorates the Schweizerische 

Fremdenverkehrs- und internationale 

Kochkunst-Ausstellung (Swiss Tour-

ism and International Culinary Exhi-

bition) known at “HOSPES”.  The 

word “hospes” is Latin for “guest”, 

taken from the motto, Hospes hospiti 

sacer (The guest is sacred to the host).  

The HOSPES was held from May 14 to 

June 21, 1954, in Bern.  The stamp 

was designed by Bernhard Reber of 

Bern.  The stamps was printed in four 

sheets of 25 with cylinder numbers  

A-D 1111 for a total printing of 

11,914,091. 

 The Spezialkatalog lists one plate variety. 

 The 25c value (Zumstein 318) commemorates 50 years of ship travel on the (continued on page 23)  
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Good to Know! 

Line, Harrow, and Comb Perforation  
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in June 2012 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 
 

 These are the three most commonly used types of perforation in philately.  With some issues more 

than one type of perforation was used; in Switzerland the distinction is important in only two issues, the 

UPU Anniversary issues of 1900 and 1924.  First the general distinctions:  

 

Line Perforation  
As the name implies, perforations were applied by a single line of perforation pins, first in one direction 

with the sheets moved along by one length or one width of the stamp for every punch, then, with the sheets 

turned by 90 degrees, in the other direction.  The resulting perforation shows irregular corners in line-

perforated stamps, where the horizontal and the vertical lines of holes intersect.  Sheet margins on two or 

possibly on all four sides are normally perforated through to the edge.  

 

Harrow Perforation (or Sheet Perforation)  
Here the entire sheet is being perforated in one punch by a block of perforating pins arranged in exact 

stamp size.  Corners of such stamps will be regular, as one perforating pin will be arranged in the precise 

spot of the intersecting stamp edges.  Sheet margins are normally left unperforated, or maybe just one per-

foration pin extends on two or four sides to assist with tearing.  

 

Comb Perforation  
This is probably the most commonly used method to perforate stamps.  Perforation pins are arranged like a 

comb, and each punch thus perforates three sides of a stamp.  At the end of the sheet the comb punches the 

fourth side of the last row of stamps, plus the adjoining sheet margin.  Usually the pins are arranged pre-

cisely enough to give stamp corners the same regular corner perfs as in the Harrow Perforation method, 

and only the punched through sheet margin on one side of a sheet give the perforation method away.  

Many variations of comb perfs exist, some punching two rows at a time, some with pins arranged more like 

an “H”, etc.  

 

The 1900 UPU Issue  
The first printing (Zumstein 77A-79A) was line-perforated, the second and third printings (77B-79B and 

77C-79C) had regular harrow (sheet-) perforation, see illustrations on page 21 (from Zumstein’s Specialized 

2000 Catalogue) and note the differences where the lines of perforations intersect.  (Continued on page 21) 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 Free stamps?  Fritz Graf passed on information from Swiss Post.  I quote from the press release of 

May 22 announcing the event: 

"Between 29 May and 2 June 2017, Swiss Post will deliver two free stamps worth CHF 1 each to 

every household in Switzerland.  This campaign is part of an agreement drawn up with the price 

regulator. 

"Next week Swiss Post will deliver two stamps worth CHF 1 each to Switzerland's approximately 

four million households in the form of the online 'Webstamp'.  The stamps are incorporated on the 

front of an A5 leaflet. 

"The distribution of the stamps was agreed with the price regulator in summer 2016 within the 

scope of a consensual arrangement comprising price savings and streamlining for both private and 

business customers.  The agreement is being implemented in stages, and began in early 2017.  As 

a result of the agreement, the prices for domestic A and B Mail letters, which were last increased 

in 2004, and for domestic parcels, also remain unchanged.  Additional customer benefits include a 

price reduction for the SMS postage stamp from CHF 1.20 to CHF 1, effective since 1 January 

2017." 

Apparently, this agreement with the price regu-

lator was the result of Swiss Post making too 

much money.   

 Here is one of the stamps as sent to 

Fritz Graf (along with another current stamp).  

The leaflet in which the stamps were distribut-

ed is shown below.  The pictures on the stamps 

are creatively placed so they appear as part of the street scene on the leaflet.   
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 Since I missed the July installment of our continuing list of post office closings, we have a lot to 

catch up on.  Here goes. 

1.  On June 30, 2017, the post office at 4023 Basel 23 Freilager (canton Basel Stadt) was closed.  

 [assumed by 400 Basel BS and 4153 Reinach BL] 

2.  On July 15, 2017, the post office at 5623 Boswil (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by 5623 Boswil]  

 [K-cancel K 406 was last used on that date after almost 51 years of service] 

3.  On July 19, 2017, the post office at 8916 Jonen (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 8910 Affoltern am Albis (canton Zürich)] [K-cancel K388a was last used on that date] 

4.  On July 22, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8865 Bilten (canton Glarus) [assumed by 8867 Niederurnen] 

 1276 Gingins (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1276 Gingins] 

 8602 Wangen bei Dübendorf (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8117 Fällanden]  

  [K-cancel K1201 was last used on that date] 

5.  On July 31, 2017, the post office at 8713 Uerikon (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8712 Stäfa]  

 [K-cancel K392 was last used on that date after almost 52 years of service] 

6.  On August 4, 2017, the post office at 3946 Turtmann (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 3940 Steg-Gampel] 

7.  On August 12, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 9548 Matzingen (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 9545 Wängi] [K-cancel K 764 was last used on that date] 

 8622 Wetzikon ZH 2 Oberwetzikon (canton Zürich) [assusmed by 8340 Hinwil] 

8.  On August 25, 2017, the post office at 2513 Twann (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 2520 La Neuveville] 

 [K-cancel K174a was last used on that date after over 51 years of service] 

9.  On August 26, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 5413 Birmenstorf (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5300 Turgi] [K-cancel K906 was last used on that date] 

 8352 Elsau (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8400 Winterthur Grüze] 

10.  On September 1, 2017, the post office at 4629 Fulenbach (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4853 Murgenthal] [K-cancel K915a was last used on that date] 

11.  On September 2, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 6275 Ballwil (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6274 Eschenbach LU]  

  [K-cancel K1618 was last used on that date after only 13 years of service] 

 6926 Montagnola (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6912 Pazzallo]  

  [K-cancel K357a was last used on that date] 

12.  On September 9, 2017, the post office at 7075 Churwalden (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7078 Lenzerheide] [K-cancel K241a was last used on that date] 

13.  On September 12, 2017, the post office at 9434 Au (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9442 Berneck] [K-cancel K478 was last used on that date] 

14.  On September 15, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 2564 Bellmund (canton Bern) [assumed by 2500 Biel/Bienne 

 7104 Versam (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7130 Ilanz] 

 8026 Zürich 26 Aussersihl (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8016 Zürich] 

15.  On September 16, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8572 Berg (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8575 Bürglen] 

 5234 Villigen (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5303 Würenlingen]  

  [K-cancel K1526 was last used on that date] 

16.  On September 21, 2017, the post office at 1669 Albeuve (canton Fribourg) was closed  

 [assumed by 1630 Bulle] 

17.  On September 22, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8951 Fahrweid (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8952 Schlieren] 

 6000 Luzern 15 Würzenbach (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6000 Luzern] 

 1718 Rechthalten (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1712 Tafers] 

18.  On September 29, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 6482 Gurtnellen (canton Uri) [assumed by 6487 Göschenen] 

 1753 Matran (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg] 

 7134 Obersaxen (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7130 Ilanz] 
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 8618 Oetwil am See (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8618 Oetwil am See]  

  [K-cancel K1522 was last used on that date] 

 8044 Zürich 44 Zürichberg (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8032 Zürich 32] 

19.  On September 30, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 1273 Arzier-le Muids (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1196 Gland] 

 8586 Erlen (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8580 Amriswil] 

 9469 Haag (Rheinthal) (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9473 Gams]  

  [K-cancel K1488 was last used on that date] 

20.  On October 6, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 1882 Gryon (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1880 Bex]  

  [K-cancel K20a was last used on that date after over 50 years of service] 

 9244 Niederuzwil (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9240 Uzwil]  

  [K-cancel K879 was last used on that date] 

21.  On October 7, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 7418 Tumegl/Tomils (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7430 Thusis] 

 7132 Vals (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7130 Ilanz] [K-cancel K577 was last used on that date] 

22.  On October 13, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8753 Mollis (canton Glarus) [assumed by 8867 Niederurnen] [K-cancel K823 was last used on that date] 

 1634 La Roche (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1635 La Tour-de-Trême] 

23.  On October 20, 2017, the post office at 6988 Ponte Tresa (canton Ticino) was closed  

 [assumed by 6987 Caslano] 

24.  On October 21, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 6173 Flühli (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6170 Schüpfheim]  

  [K-cancel K282a was last used on that date after almost 50 years of service] 

 8173 Neerach (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8173 Neerach] [K-cancel K1287 was last used on that date] 

 5524 Niederwil (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5620 Bremgarten AG]  

  [K-cancel K1395 was last used on that date] 

 8486 Rikon im Tösstal (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8486 Rikon im Tösstal] 

 1256 Troinex (canton Genève) [assumed by 1227 Carouge  GE] 

25.  On October 26, 2017, the post office at 5702 Niederlenz (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5600 Lenzburg] 

26.  On October 27, 2017, the post office at 8125 Zollikerberg (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8126 Zumikon] 

27.  On October 28, 2017, the post office at 9205 Waldkirch (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9200 Gossau SG] [K-cancel K404 was last used on that date after over 51 years of service] 

28.  On October 31, 2017, the post office at 8105 Watt (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8105 Regensdorf] [K-cancel K350a was last used on that date] 

29.  On November 3, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8623 Wetzikon ZH 3 Kempten (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8340 Hinwil] 

 3918 Wiler (Lötschen) (canton Valais) [assumed by 3918 Wiler (Lötschen)]  

  [K-cancel K520a was last used on that date] 

 

That’s a lot of changes but we’re up to date. 

 

NABA Lugano in May 
(continued from page 2)  it is easier for the Swiss 

to accept American results as qualifying.  So five of 

us Americans will be taking seven exhibits; you 

can see the list in Roger heath's column on page 

xx.  The deadline for exhibit entries was several 

months ago, so this is the final list. 

 This show will be in Lugano.  I find Lugano 

a very attractive city; we are in Switzerland, yes, 

but we can feel we are in Italy too!  What's not to 

like?  It should be lovely and warm in May.  

Lugano is only about two hours from Zürich by 

train, and I believe there are two routes: the new 

fast one using the new Gotthard tunnel, but also 

the older and more scenic route, using the older 

and shorter tunnel (it costs more too). 

 So I encourage all of you to come join us in 

Lugano next May! 
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 To further complicate things, the 10c denom-

ination cards were first printed with the design in 

grey-brown but on June 13, 1939, the color was 

changed to lilac-brown. Then on June 25, 1939, a 

printing  from a new printing cylinder  was  released. 

Fig. 1 shows the three basic 

cards: the 10c value in grey-

brown and lilac brown, and 

the 20c value in blue-gray. 

The Postal Cards  

of the 1939 Landesausstellung in Zürich 
by Remi Kohler, Richard T. Hall, Kurt Vonwiller, and Urs Wenger 

 On the opening day of the Zürich Landesausstellung (the “Landi”), May 6, 1939, a series of postal 

cards showing scenes from the Exposition.  They were issued in two denominations, 10c for domestic mail 

and 20c for foreign mail; the indicia duplicated the designs of the postage stamps issued the same day 

(Zumstein 228-239), also in the three languages of the postage stamps.  The cards were sold in packets of 

20 cards of mixed languages.  There were two series for each denomination; the second series was issued on 

June 28, 1939.  Ultimately there were 37 design/indicia language combinations issued.  These are listed in 

the Zumstein Ganzsachen Schweiz catalog as P145-150. 

     Fig. 1..Left to right:  
     10c German indicium postal card with design in grey-brown,  
     10c German indicium postal card with design in lilac-brown,  
     20c French indicium postal card with design in blue-grey. 

 

 The cards were printed on paper watermarked with border outlines of Switzerland, the Swiss cross, 

and a posthorn (Fig. 2).  Four orientations of the watermark are possible, labeled e, f, g, and h (Fig. 3). 

 The various combinations of printings, color, cylin-

der, and watermark are given in the following tables for 

each value.  Each pair of tables is followed by illustrations 

of how to distinguish the differences between the printings. 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 2.  The watermark 

                    
                   Fig. 3.  Posthorn orientations e, f, g, h 
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Design No. 2: Ausstellungstheater (Freilicht)  

Cylinder A    Q-like hairline at the 2nd O by ESPOSIZIONE  
Cylinder B    Without hairline to ESPOSIZIONE 
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Design No. 10: Dorfstrasse mit Gemeindehaus  

Cylinder A    Straight right edge of image  
Cylinder B    Irregular right border at the top edge of the roof and at the upper right corner 

 

Design No. 13: Fischstube  

Cylinder A    Fine line along the upper border  
Cylinder B    Without the upper border line 

 

Design No. 15: Grosses Bauernhaus 

Cylinder A    Intermittent fine lines along top border, left border straight 
Cylinder B    No lines in the top border, indent on the left border 5 mm below the upper left corner 
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Design No. 17: Hof in der Abteilung «Unser Holz»  

Cylinder A    Line on the lower border above “IN”  
Cylinder B    No line on the lower border 

 

Design No. 21: Landgasthof mit Seeterrasse 

Cylinder  A    Upper border line 5-18 mm from the right edge 
Cylinder B    Line at the top of retouched (white spot) 

 

Design No. 22: Ostschweiz. Winzerstube zur «Rebe»  

Cylinder A    Dark spot 3.5 mm above the bottom border 25.5 mm from the left edge  
Cylinder B    No dark spot 
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Design No. 26: Postbureau «Dörfli» im Gemeindehaus 

Cylinder A    Dark spots in the top border at the left corner and 16 mm from the left edge 
Cylinder B    Dark spot in upper left corner retouched 

 

Design No. 34: Seeterrasse der Küechliwirtschaft  

Cylinder A    No dot between the vertical bars of the H of ZURICH  
Cylinder B    Dot between the vertical bars of the H of ZURICH 

 

Design No. 35: Trachtenhof mit Trachtenturm  

Cylinder A    Black line in the top border 22 mm from the right  
Cylinder B    No line in the top border 
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   Design No. 3: Ausstellungstheater (Freilicht)  

   Cylinder A    Lower border straight  
   Cylinder B    Notched lower border over R of FREILICHT 

 

     Design No. 6: Bierhus und Terrassen-Restaurant 

     Cylinder A    Line along the upper border 
     Cylinder B    No line on the upper border 

 
      Design No. 8: Cave Vaudoise  

      Cylinder A    Border at lower left indented  
      Cylinder B    Left border straight 
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   Design No. 11: Eingang zum «Haus der Jugend»  

   Cylinder A    Lower border over HA of HAUS indented  
   Cylinder B    Lower border straight 

 
    Design No. 18: Hof in der Abteilung «Unser Holz»  

    Cylinder A    Dark line below the lower border, border straight  
    Cylinder B    No dark line below the lower border, nick in border 

 
      Design No. 25: Pinte Valaisanne  

      Cylinder A    Shortened upper bar of E of VALAISANNE  
      Cylinder B    Font of the caption undamaged  
      Cylinder C    P of PINTE damaged, short I of PINTE 
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Design No. 5: Bergbauernhof 

Cylinder A    Dark lines along the top border 
Cylinder B    No dark line on the top border 
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Design No. 16a: Grotto Ticinese  

Cylinder A    Partial top border line 8-21 mm from the left; dot in the triangle of the fence; line over TICIN;  
        weak raster grid of the sky at the upper left  
Cylinder B    Border over TO of GROTTO defective; dot in the triangle of the fence; lower left border defective,  
        missing raster dots; dot over the upper left corner; visible raster grid of the sky at the upper left  
Cylinder C    Dot in the left corner of the design; 2 instead of 3 fence posts; upper right border defective;  
        strong raster grid of the sky at the upper left 
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Design No. 36: Trachtenhof mit Trachtenturm  

Cylinder A    Line along the upper border  
Cylinder B    No line 

 

Design No. 16b: Grotto Ticinese 

Cylinder A    Dot at lower left outside the design; colored dot in the design at the lower right;  
        upper border broken line 19-24 mm from the left; raster dot below the lower border at the right;  
        weak raster grid of the sky at the upper left 
Cylinder B    Dot at lower left outside the design; white spot in the design at the lower right; line above the 
        upper right border; visible raster grid of the sky at the upper left 

 



November 2017   21   TELL  

 An error occurred on one of the French in-

scription cards.  In the first and second printings of 

the first series of the 10c value and in the first series 

of the 20c value, the caption for one of the designs 

was misidentified as the “Pavillon Neuchâtelois” 

while it was actually the 

“Cave Vaudoise”.  The error 

was corrected in the third 

printing of the first series and 

in the second series of the 10c 

value and in the second series 

of the 20c value.  The error 

caption and the corrected cap-

tion are shown in Fig. 4. 

 

 

 

 
 The Landi postal cards provide the interested collector with more than just a simple catalog list col-

lection. 

 

References: 

Zumstein, Die Ganzsachen der Schweiz, Spezialkatalog und Handbuch, XI. überarbeitet und ergänzte 

Auflage, 2010. 

Robert Hürlimann, “Die Landesausstellungs-Postkarten”, Der Ganzsachensammler, Nr. 20, February 1977. 

 
Good to Know!  Line, Harrow, and Comb Perforation  

(Continued from page 4) 

  

The 1924 UPU Issue  

Harrow and Comb Perforators were used, both resulting in regular corner-perforations in each stamp. 

Comb-perforated sheets show the curious arrangement where rows 1, 3 and 5 in the sheet had “short” 

stamps with 23 vertical perforations (same as harrow-perforated stamps), while rows 2 and 4 in the sheet 

had “long” stamps with 24 vertical perforations.  Therefore, we can only be certain as to which perforator 

was used in these cases:  

 Single stamps in “long” format (i.e. with 24 vertical perforations) come from comb-perforated sheets.  

 Vertical pairs (or blocks) where both stamps are “short” (i.e. both with 23 vertical perforations) come 

from harrow-perforated sheets.  

 Stamps with adjoining sheet margins:  

o Where the sheet-margin is perforated through they come from comb-perforated sheets (any side).  

o Where the top or bottom margin is NOT perforated through, they come from harrow-perforated 

sheets.  

o Where the left or right margin is NOT perforated through on “short” stamps, it is not possible to de-

termine the perforation method. 

 
 
 
     Fig. 4.  Erroneous (left) 
          and corrected (right) 
                            captions 

 

 
LINE PERF. (stamps with irregular corners) 

 
HARROW PERF. (stamps with regular corners) 
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Looking Back – Revisiting Some Earlier Issues 
(continued from page 3)  upper Rhine.  While ship travel on the lower and middle Rhine has a long histo-

ry, the upper Rhine, and hence Switzerland, remained unnavigable for large vessels.  On June 2, 1904, the 

barge Christina, towed by the Knipscheer IX brought 300 tons of coal for the gas works in Basel.  Today, 

Basel is a major port on the Rhine as shown on the 40c value of the Landscape and Engineering definitive 

(Zumstein 305).  The stamp shows a ship’s wheel superimposed on a map of the Rhine from Basel to Am-

sterdam.  The stamps was designed by Niklaus Stöcklin of Riehen.  Printing from cylinder numbers A-D 

1111 with a total printing of 2,481,890. 

 Several plate varieties are listed in the Spezialkatalog. 

 The 40c value (Zumstein 319) publicizes the 1954 Football (Soccer) World Championships which 

were hosted by Switzerland from June 16 to July 4, 1954.  There were six venues for the games: Basel, 

Bern, Geneva, Lausanne, Lugano, and Zürich.  Switzerland was eliminated in the quarter finals, defeated 

by Austria.  The final game was held in Bern between West Germany and Hungary which the Germans 

won 3 to 2 after a very controversial call by the referee.  The stamp shows a map of the world with a soccer 

ball superimposed over the Indian subcontinent.  The stamp was designed by Hans Schwarzenbach of 

Bern.  Printing from cylinder numbers A-D 1111 with a total printing of 3,998,382. 

 There are numerous plate varieties listed in the Spezialkatalog, many of which have geographic 

names such as “shadow over Cuba”. 

 The information in this article is taken from the Zumstein Spezialkatalog Schweiz 2000, the 

Motivehandbuch Schweiz by Dr. Ernst Schlunegger, and Wikipedia. 

 

First Pro Juventute stamp “used” in Germany 
 (Continued from page 1)  Who knows whether in frustration, by plan, or to create a novelty, the 

sender took the card beyond the city limits into the neighboring town of Sangt Ludwig across the national 

border with Alsace which was controlled by Germany following the Franco-Prussian war (1870-71).  There, 

a German 5 pfennig stamp was added to the upper left of the card to pay the German domestic postcard 

rate to Hamburg.  Deliberately or by oversight, the German postal clerk cancelled the Pro Juventute stamp 

with the Sangt Ludwig circular date stamp, and then struck the German stamp twice.  Because the second 

Pro Juventute stamp is uncanceled, my surmise is that the clerk’s cancellation of the first one was an over-

sight as he/she was expecting the German stamp to have been placed in the top right corner of the card. 

 The more common situation where the Pro Juventute stamp is affixed to cards going to invalid use 

destinations is for 10 cents of regular Swiss postage to be affixed to the card as well.  Foreign cancellation 

of the Pro Juventute stamps is unusual. 

 

President's Column 
(continued from page 2) published in Italian, Ger-

man, and French, and some pages cannot be copied 

and pasted for Google translation.  On the other 

hand, using Google browser for translation pro-

vides some very strange overwriting, so try to con-

firm any information through other means. 

 Your Board has been working with the 

Helvetia Philatelic Society-UK  to add value to the 

annual memberships of both our societies.  We 

have arranged for an electronic exchange of our 

respective journals at no additional increase in 

fees.  Our TELL will be sent to the UK Secretary 

for electronic distribution, and the UK journal will 

be sent to the USA for distribution here.  Please 

note that if you have acquired a new email, or 

changed your email address since last January and 

not informed Dick Hall, our AHPS Secretary, you 

will not receive your UK publication. 

 It has come to my attention that Scott Pub-

lishing revised the Swiss section of the Standing 

Helvetia 1882–1907.  The catalogues that were 

once very confusing to collectors, now make much 

more sense and come very close to Zumstein’s 

identification system.  There are only a couple of 

small inconsistencies; overall, the new order is a 

tremendous improvement over previous editions. 

Check it out! 
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